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understand; she might e'en ha' let her gone anywhere, for 'twas plain she would serve God nowhere.
Aunt. Well, she acted on her own principles, however.
Niece. But what did she do with the maid, then ?
Aunt. Why she made her a new proposal: Look ye, Betty, says her mistress, if you will go to church honestly, and satisfy me that you do so, and that you do not, under a pretence of going to church, go abroad and spend your time idly, 1 shall be easy; for this was all the reason why at first I asked you where you went, and told you I expected you should go with me ; not that I am against anybody's going to church, but because I desired they should serve God, and not ramble abroad. Betty promised heartily : Ay, but, says her mistress, how shall I be satisfied of the performance ? Betty stood hard to have her word to be taken for it; but that would not do, because she had broke her promise before, and had told some lies too about the other servants going to church with her, as above. Well, Betty, says her mistress, I'll put you in a way to satisfy me effectually: you know the clerk of the parish lives just by, and in your way to the church ; his wife is a very sober, good woman, and I know never fails of going to church, if she be well; now if you will go every Sunday with her, I'll answer for it that if you are not there she will be true to me, and so kind to you as to tell me of it, and this shall satisfy me.
Niece. If the clerk's wife was so faithful to be trusted, it was right; but that was a doubtful thing, for she would be loath, I reckon, to ruin the poor wench for failing now and then.
Aunt. Well,  the  short of the story was this:
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